
Torrey Pines City Park
Advisory Board Meeting

City of San Diego
Park Planning

y g
November 19, 2009

Park Planning
Urban Form Division
City Planning & Community Investment

HELIX Environmental
RBF ConsultingRBF Consulting
MJE Marketing Services, Inc.
Ninyo & Moore
Accessible San Diego
PCG Utility Consultants
Hunter Pacific Group
ASM Affili I

1Torrey Pines City Park General Development Plan11/20/2009

ASM Affiliates, Inc.
San Diego Natural History Museum, Paleontology
Vonn Marie May, Cultural Land Planning & Research



Table of Contents:

Introduction‐Executive Summary
The goal of this effort is to develop aThe goal of this effort is to develop a 
physical park plan that meets the needs of 
the park users.

1. Project Inventory Analysis and Outreach

2. Site & Facilities EvaluationTorrey Pines City Park
Ad i B d M ti

3. Preliminary General Development Plan 
Recommendations

Advisory Board Meeting
November 19, 2009

4. General Development Plan

5. Environmental Review

6. Approval Process

o protect and preserve this world renowned soaring site and the park’s uniqueT

11/20/2009 2Torrey Pines City Park General Development Plan

o protect and preserve this world renowned soaring site and the park s unique 
natural, historical, cultural and recreational resources.
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Project Inventory Analysis & Outreach
Stakeholder Interviews

Stakeholders (interviews completed)
Associated Glider Clubs of Southern California
California Coastal Commission

City Offices:
• Mayor’s Office of Ethics and 
Integrity, Disability ServicesCalifornia Coastal Commission

Current Lessee– California Air Adventures
Torrey Pines Gulls—Radio‐Controlled Soaring Society
Torrey Pines State Park
L J ll Hi i l S i

Integrity, Disability Services
• Golf Operations, Torrey  Pines

La Jolla Historical Society
Save Our Heritage Organization (SOHO)
Kumeyaay Cultural Repatriation Committee
The San Diego County Archaeological SocietyThe San Diego County Archaeological Society
University Community Planning Group
La Jolla Community Planning Group
Hang Gliding/Torrey Hawks Hang Gliding club

lidi /S i H Glidi d lidi A i iParagliding/San Diego Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association
Salk Institute
San Diego Park and Recreation Board 
Historical Resources Board
Sierra Club
Surfrider Foundation, San Diego Chapter
Torrey Pines Association
U i it f C lif i S Di
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University of California, San Diego
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Project Inventory Analysis & Outreach
Stakeholder Interviews

What improvements should be considered?
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2. Site Facilities and Evaluation

Soaring
improve the access and experience

Aesthetics

Park Program Evaluation Criteria
Flight – provide access to wind‐
powered soaring

Aesthetics
improve the existing visual character or quality

Biological Resources
improve the vitality of native plant and animal 
species

Beach Access – provide a physical link 
from the bluff to the ocean

C ti d h species
Cultural Resources

preserve and acknowledge people’s use of the 
site

Geology and Soils

Conservation – preserve and enhance 
the natural and cultural resources

Education – provide interpretation of 
Geology and Soils

preserve the structure and minimize erosion
Hydrology and Water Quality

detain and cleanse stormwater drainage
Recreation

resources – natural & cultural

Passive Recreation – provide for the 
enjoyment of natural open space Recreation

increase opportunities for the public’s use
Community Benefit

improve public perception and enjoyment
Transportation

Support Facilities – components to be 
shared by all users

Transportation
improve accessibility, circulation and parking

Utility and Service Systems
use low impact infrastructure

Value Added
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Value Added
increase the collaborative opportunities
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Historic Context

General Development 
Plan boundary

l i bi l iMulti‐Habitat Planning 
Area boundary

Highway 101

Anne Morrow Lindbergh in a 
Model A Albatross, (Charles on 
the ground) launched from Mt. 
Soledad Pines January 1930Soledad Pines, January 1930.
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Historic Context

General Development 
Plan boundary

l i bi l iMulti‐Habitat Planning 
Area boundary

Highway 101

Glider Runway

Camp Callan
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Historic Context

General Development 
Plan boundary

l i bi l iMulti‐Habitat Planning 
Area boundary

Highway 101

Glider Runway

Camp Callan
water tankwater tank, 
amphitheater

Military Secrets
Camp Callan Artillery 
Battalion
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Historic Context

General Development 
Plan boundary

l i bi l iMulti‐Habitat Planning 
Area boundary

Highway 101

Glider Runway

Camp Callan

Black Horse Farms
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Historic Context

General Development 
Plan boundary

l i bi l iMulti‐Habitat Planning 
Area boundary

Highway 101

Glider Runway

UCSD

Salk Institute

Black Horse Farms
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General Development 
Plan boundary

l i bi l i

2009

Multi‐Habitat Planning 
Area boundary

North Torrey Pines Road 

Glider Runway

UCSD

Salk Institute

Black Horse Farms
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Site Facilities and Evaluation
Constraints

National Historic 
Register boundary

General DevelopmentGeneral Development 
Plan boundary

Cliff edge

Flight area  
no permanent

Cliff edge

UCSD
no permanent
obstacles taller 
than 12’

Significant native g
Vegetation

Peregrine Falcon

M lti H bit t Pl i

g
Use area
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Multi‐Habitat Planning 
Area boundary
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Site Facilities and Evaluation
Opportunities

Launch & Landing

Seasonal Runway 
Keep clear for 
fixed‐wing gliders

Building & parking

Beach AccessBeach Access

Habitat Restoration
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North Beach Trail 
improvements

Parking for 565

10 acres new native 
vegetationvegetation

Preservation of cultural 
resources, Kumeyaay, 
Camp Callan, etc.p ,

Airfield, native grasses

Flight Operations Building

Continued use of fixed‐
wing glider runways (UCSD)

Improvements to “Citizen’sImprovements to “Citizen’s 
Trail” from the south bluff
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North Beach Trail

North Bluff Parking for 278North Bluff Parking for 278

Trails to observation decks‐piers

RestroomRestroom

North Bluff – open native grasses

10 acres new native vegetationg

Parking for 53

Parking for 64

Airfield – open native grasses

Gliderport Operations Building 
Restroom

South Bluff Parking for 170 

South Bluff—picnic, trails, lookouts

Restroom 
Deck
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South Bluff picnic, trails, lookouts

South Beach Trail



Flight–provide access to 
wind‐powered soaring

3. Preliminary General Development Plan Recommendations
Assessment of Park Development Options

Fixed Wing Runways 
for use in springtime 
flying season

These corridors willThese corridors will 
be filled to generally 
smooth surfaces, 
paved and planted 
(low native grass, and 
groundcover)

Radio Control area to 
include sheltered 
work area, launch & 
landing surface

11/20/2009 Torrey Pines City Park General Development Plan 19



Flight–provide access to 
wind‐powered soaring

3. Preliminary General Development Plan Recommendations
Assessment of Park Development Options

Path from parking

Restored native vegetationRestored native vegetation

Radio Control Flight Pit
sheltered work area

Hanglider, Paraglider Launch 
& Landing Airfield

Dedicated Pilot Parkingg

Observation Deck

Flight Operations Building
(new location to assist flight) 

Loading area

South Bluff picnic areaSouth Bluff picnic area

Lifeguard pier

Trails
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Trails

Pedestrian barriers



Flight– provide access to 
wind‐powered soaring

3. Preliminary GDP Recommendations
Assessment of Park Development Options

Building Program

Program
3,000 sf Administration, Retail, Classroom
500 sf Food Service

f1,200 sf Storage
May be on two levels if accessible
• Solar powered‐ electrical system, including 
emergency lightingemergency lighting

• Minimize wind disturbance to the airfield
• No water, sewer
• Limit excavation – to protect cultural 

d i i i l i l i t
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resources and minimize geological impact
• Observation deck



Beach Access – provide a physical 
link from the bluff to the ocean

3. Preliminary GDP Recommendations
Assessment of Park Development Options

Northern trail to the 
beach—improved withbeach improved with 
segments of wooden 
steps and handrails

Parking
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Torrey Pines 
State Natural Reserve



Beach Access – provide a physical 
link from the bluff to the ocean

3. Preliminary GDP Recommendations
Assessment of Park Development Options

Southern trail to the 
beach—improved withbeach improved with 
segments of wooden 
steps and handrails

Torrey Pines 
State Natural Reserve
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Torrey Pines 
State Natural Reserve



Beach Access  
provide a physical link from the bluff to the ocean

3. Preliminary GDP Recommendations
Assessment of Park Development Options

• City/UCSD Recreation 
program access via 
Blackgold Road

• The program must offer 
a lift‐equipped vehicle.

• The existing paved area 
at the beach shouldat the beach should 
serve as a firm surface 
for an accessible staging 
area.  ad

• Beach mats and/or 
power beach chairs will 
provide access to the 
beach and ocean ey

 P
in
es
 R
oa

beach and ocean. 

To
rr

Blackgold
Road

UCSD

VA 
Hospital
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Hospital



Conservation – preserve and enhance 
the natural and cultural resources

3. Preliminary GDP Recommendations
Assessment of Park Development Options

Existing (6 acres) native 
vegetation of varied g
quality hosts 
• Coastal California 
Gnatcatcher Polioptila
californica californica)

North 
Bluffcalifornica californica)

• Peregrine Falcon 
(Falco peregrinus)

10 Acres of NEW native 
vegetation planting 
including:including:
• Southern Coastal Bluff 
Scrub, 

• Scrub Oak Chaparral, 

UCSD

Airfield

• Diegan Coastal Sage 
Scrub

• Native grasses on the 
Airfield and North

deck
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Airfield and North 
Bluff



Conservation – preserve and enhance 
the natural and cultural resources

3. Preliminary GDP Recommendations
Assessment of Park Development Options

Part 1
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Conservation – preserve and enhance 
the natural and cultural resources

3. Preliminary GDP Recommendations
Assessment of Park Development Options

Part 2
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Conservation – preserve and enhance 
the natural and cultural resources

3. Preliminary GDP Recommendations
Assessment of Park Development Options

Part 3
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Conservation – preserve and enhance 
the natural and cultural resources

3. Preliminary GDP Recommendations
Assessment of Park Development Options

Part 4
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Conservation – preserve and enhance 
the natural and cultural resources

3. Preliminary GDP Recommendations
Assessment of Park Development Options

Stormwater Lift
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Conservation – preserve and enhance 
the natural and cultural resources

3. Preliminary GDP Recommendations
Assessment of Park Development Options

Cultural Landscape Features 

Camp Callan Artillery Battalion from 1942

Get a National HistoricGet a National Historic 
Register plaque

Naval  
Calibration 
TCamp Callan Post Office
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Tower 
1926 Camp Callan

Camp Callan Post Office 
foundation, on UCSD property 



Education – provide interpretation 
of resources – natural & cultural

3. Preliminary GDP Recommendations
Assessment of Park Development Options

http://www.cumulus‐soaring.com/posters.htm

1949 Pacific Coast Midwinter Soaring 
Championships Wind &Wings FogelChampionships, Wind &Wings, Fogel
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Education – provide interpretation 
of resources – natural & cultural

3. Preliminary GDP Recommendations
Assessment of Park Development Options

Signage
• Entry
• Orientation
• Regulatory• Regulatory
• Interpretive

Audio as well as visual 
interpretative programs if such 
features are provided. Interpretive signage 

integrated in 
pavement and
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pavement and 
buildings



Education – provide interpretation 
of resources – natural & cultural

3. Preliminary GDP Recommendations
Assessment of Park Development Options

Park Entry

Existing gate &Pedestrian New entry signage and
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Existing gate & 
driveway

Pedestrian 
entry trail

New entry signage and 
planting



Education – provide interpretation 
of resources – natural & cultural

3. Preliminary GDP Recommendations
Assessment of Park Development Options

Museum

Potential museum sites:
• On area previously occupied by Camp 
Callan Battalion Control Station

• Shared with the Salk Institute 
Community Buildingy g
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Passive Recreation – provide for the 
enjoyment of natural open space

3. Preliminary GDP Recommendations
Assessment of Park Development Options

North beach trail

Turn around

Parking

Trails

Restroom

Pier Overlook

Seasonal runway for fixedSeasonal runway for fixed
wing gliders

North Bluff open native
grass
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3. Preliminary GDP Recommendations
Assessment of Park Development Options

Passive Recreation – provide for the 
enjoyment of natural open space

3. Preliminary GDP Recommendations
Assessment of Park Development Options

Seating and Picnic Tables

Concrete seating and expanded metal 
table

Picnic area (wood table top) at 
Inspiration Point—Palisades Park, Santa 
Monica, WRT

Seating along the trail and at gathering areas are 
designed to allow for wheelchair users to sit 
shoulder‐to‐shoulder with ambulatory companions.

Planting soil
Cast‐in‐place concrete seating

trail
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Undisturbed Gap‐graded structural soil



3. Preliminary GDP Recommendations
Assessment of Park Development Options

Passive Recreation – provide for the 
enjoyment of natural open space

3. Preliminary GDP Recommendations
Assessment of Park Development Options

Rail at stair segments as 
necessary

Barriers

y

Observation pier

Existing chain link fence along 
the golf course

Removable barrier at fixedRemovable barrier at fixed‐
wing runway 

Seat rail on the Observation 

Seat rail on deck

Deck

Existing vehicular gate
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La Jolla Coastwalk, Goldfish Point



Support Facilities – components to 
be shared by all users

3. Preliminary GDP Recommendations
Assessment of Park Development Options

On‐Street Parking

Torrey Pines Scenic Drive is 40’ curb to curb.
Currently parallel parking on both sides of the 
street = approx. 135 cars maximum capacity.
Angled parking could only be on one side of the 
street (so increase on one side would loose 
spaces on the other side)spaces on the other side).

New pedestrian path should extend from the 
end of the sidewalk along the west side of the 
street to a new pedestrian park entry.
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Support Facilities – components to 
be shared by all users

3. Preliminary GDP Recommendations
Assessment of Park Development Options

Vehicular Pavement, Parking and Trails
All trails on the bluff are designed to invite 
the safe enjoyment for all (ADA 
compliant). A minimum of one van 
accessible parking space will be designated 
as close as possible to the path of travel to 
the park features, including the airfield,the park features, including the airfield, 
observation decks and picnic areas.

Gap‐graded structural soil
Cast‐in‐place wheel stops

trail

Planting soil
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Undisturbed 



3. Preliminary GDP Recommendations
Assessment of Park Development Options

Support Facilities – components to 
be shared by all users

3. Preliminary GDP Recommendations
Assessment of Park Development Options

Vehicle Barriers and Site Furnishings

Bicycle racks

Receptacles for trash and 
recyclable materials  with lids to 
minimize bird access.

Removable barrier: Precast 
concrete spheres with chain to 
roll off the runway when in use

Cast‐in‐place concrete 
bollards with chain

Planting soil

Gap‐graded 
structural soil

11/20/2009 Torrey Pines City Park General Development Plan 41

Undisturbed 

roll off the runway when in use



Support Facilities – components to 
be shared by all users

3. Preliminary GDP Recommendations
Assessment of Park Development Options

Restrooms

New restroom building
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Support Facilities – components to 
be shared by all users

3. Preliminary GDP Recommendations
Assessment of Park Development Options

Restrooms

ADA compliant
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Undisturbed Gap‐graded structural soiltrail



Gliderport Operations Building
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